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THE DIAGHAM.
Some ono has an anecdote about a

man who told n snpposedly merltorlous

stery to another man, only to havo
Hls cndeavors received witli absolute

Btolldlty. lr, annoyance hc remarked:
"Well. tlie good Lord gavo mo senso

enough only to tell you thls story, not

enough to mako you apprcrlatc lt."

It would appear thnt the Petersburg
5-hdeoc-Appeal has falled to appreclate
a sentence recently appearing in thoso

columns, wlilch it terms an "innu-

endo," and whlch, it descrlbcs as liav¬

ing been provon "false and mallclous"
by events liappcnlng after this sen-

,nnc wns wrltten. The suggostion
that Judgo Mann had publlcly singled
out for rebuke the Index-Appeal, hls

foremost friend among the nowspapers
ot the State, was an Incongruity
thousht to carry Its own patent con-

tradiction with It. Serlously done, tho

thlng was unthinkablo. But tho satlre

waa so- broad. tho irony so gross, the

parody of well-known fact? so open and

groteeque, that lt uppearod imposslblo
that anybody should fall to grasp It,
least of all tlie Index-Appeal. Nor.

sinco the remarks ln this paper were

taken from a manuscript copy of the

speech. was it possible to note ln

them interpolatlons gratifying to tho

Index-Appeal introduced when tho

speech was delivered several hours af¬

tcrward.
This annotation -and diagram are

furnished on the theory that the In-

dex-Appeal's understandlng waa at
fault. Assuming that our contempo-
rary deslres its columns to retlect per¬
fect accuracy ln statement, we liave

no doubt that it will take the iirst op¬

portunity to amend tho iinpresslon
created by the remarks referred to

above.

-TII.: 1SSESSHENT OF TAXES: SOME
FACTS OF IIECOKD.

ln (aclng tho ([ucstlon of tax reform

thi people ot Vlrglnla meet wlth two

<...:. ultles: the tax laws are bad and

the assesaraent of taxes under those

lawa Is worse. The people fully rcallzo

the first of theso dlfflcultles and are

domandlng that the next Logislaturo
rovise the tax code of tho State. Greal

good will result from thls revision, but
ll.. problem is not solved untll tho

present system of assosslng and col-
leeting taxes is ao modlfled as to se¬

cure unlformity and equallty. If tho

people of certain sections of tho Stato
knew how unjust and Inequitable tho

present assossmonts of taxes are, they
¦would demand immedlate steps for cor-

recting tho evil and remodylng tho
abuses.
The real state of affalrs can best bo

seen from a comparison of some re¬

ceipts from taxatlon. Thus, the entire
roturns from tho taxation of personal
property in the whole State durlng
the flscal year 1907-08 amounted to
only $.73,_'S6.73, whlch is not much
more than half the amount of taxes

paid by tho railroad companles Into tho
State Treasury during the same period
<$780,-41.17). Afrain. tho entire rcturnB
from the income tax, for the wholo
State, during the last fiscal year wa3

less by more than $15,000 than the
amount of taxes paid by lusuranco
companles dolng business in the State,
not Including the assessments against
theso companie.s for the> support of the
Bureau of Insurance.
The reason for tlie smallness of the

returns from the personal properly tax
ls not due to lnsufficlent taxatlon.in¬
deed, the tax is perhaps too heavy.
but to the. ineffl elency of tho present
assessment. The railroad and lnsur-
ance companles pay their taxes dl¬
rectly into the Stato Treasury, and
thereforo pay at full valuation and
promptly. On tho other hand, the re¬

turn. from personal property and from
the Income tn.v are made by commis-
Bloners of revenue throughout the
Btate, and theso returns vary with tho
InditEtry and actlvity of the assessors.

.7u_t here is the greatest weakness
and the greatest Injustlce of tho pres¬
ent assessment of taxes. In one. lo¬
callty property ls asseascd by an ener¬

getlc commissioner at full value; ln
other communltltis tho returns ure hot
scrutlnhsed. and taxes are assessed nt
far l...« than their real valuo. Some
commi slonera see that their dlstrlctB
pay their full proportlon of taxes, und
bear their ]u. t part of the expenses
of govemment In other place.. tho
Commissioner wishes to malntaln IiIh

posltion and to be sure that tho com¬

munlty doce not bear moro thnn ita
part of the taxi Hence he generally
assesBos it at fur less than tho real
value. Thia difflculty is not pecullni
to Virginia, for in Ohio and in New

Jlainpshire lhe name dlfflcultiea havi
been met wlth. In a less dogrce in-

enultable assessment i. found ln ever)
fititte of the l'nion.

A few recent examplfil will best ii

Justrato how somo communltlea. an

?Mrking tiieir just proportlon of taxoi

,*ui-t placlug lt on th« rest of tho Sute

Iii Richmond mnl estntn ls always ns-

so.sed nt. Ils full vnlue, nnd freriuont-
ly nt more thnn It wlll brlng on tho

open market. Hcnce tho clty paid in

1907-08, on more than .. fi.OOO.OOO" ot

real eatntn. Thls vnluallon ls more

than one-fourth of the valuatlon of all
the fnrm houso. nnd fnrm Inndu ln tho

State, bn returned by tho commls. lon-

ers of tho rcvcnuo. Thls ls mnnlfcst-

ly unjust.
In WarWlOk COttnty tho avcrngr. valu-

ntlon of en ch acre of land nr.ses. ed fnr

taxatlon Is $23.37; In James Clty coun¬

ty, adjolnlnfir, the averago per aero

valuatlon ls $1.50. Northampton and

Accomac countles ndjoln; land ls as-

sessed at an averago of $10.01 per acre

In Accomac and at $6.27 per acro ln

Northampton. The. land In Amelin

county is not tho riehest In tho fcUatc.
but how many farmers are there In
(hat county who would sell out thoir

holdlnga nt tho ascessed rato of valu-

atlon.$2.79 per ucre'.'
The nssessincnl of tho personal prop¬

erty tax is evon moro rldlculous, and

ilhistratcs to a nlcety the farco of

present nssessment. A fow examples
will prove tho polnt. Buchanan, Rus¬

sell, Tar.ewell and DIckenson are four

adjoining countles in Southwestern

Virglnii, yet tho average valuatlon of

horses nnd mules in Tar.ewoll county
is but 56 pcr cent. of the avernpro

valuatlon In DIckenson. In Tazcwcll
tho average valuatlon is $2S; ln

Buchanan, $10; in Russell, $8S, and in

Dickcnson, $50. Patrick county is not

much moro remote from markot than

tho adjoining county, Henry; yet ln

Henry hogs are returned at an aver¬

age valuatlon of $1.75 and in Patrick
at an average of $1.60. Tho people of

Carolino county are about as wealthy
as the people of Charlotte, and by the
census of 1900 were slightly moro

numerous. Nevcrthelcss, according to

the returns, thero were only 103 clocks
in Caroline last year, at a total valua¬

tlon of $369, while in Charlotte thero
were 1,127, valued at $2,388. Richmond
is about flve times ns largo as Roa¬

noke, but returns only 657 watches,
as against Roanoke's 3,406, though the

valuatlon of the watches In Richmond
was more than half the valuatlon in

Roanoke ($19,299 to $32,734). Bland

county ls not the poorest county ln

tho State, nor are its citizens known
for any peeuliar lack of ostentatlon,

yet, according to the tnx returns, thero
was only $25 worth of Jewclry and

plate in the county last year. Patrick

county returned only $53 in the sntne

class. Norfolk ls about threo times
as large as Danville, and its bank

clearings are second only to those of

Richmond. Neverthelcss, its tax-pay-
ers reported only $62,550 deposlted in
banks and like corporations, while

$2 .n,C. 0 is returned from Danville,
Tho evldence from these returns, and

from hundred. llko them, is concluslve.

Elther through ncgllgence of tho com-

missioners of the revenue, or else

through tho' false reports of tax-pay-*
crs, the State Is loslng much revenue

that should bc paid into the Treasury.
Wc belleve, upon good evldence, that
lf the principal tax laws now on the
books wero rigldly enforced, tho peo¬
plo of Vlrglnla would not. have to keep
on their books the many minor tax

laws, whlch aro becoming burdensotne
and onerous. Tho law requires that
taxes bo levied equally and at full
valuatlon. Is this belng dono in Vir¬

ginia? The figures speak for them-
-elvcs.

BACK TO OLD VIRGINIA.
No Stato in Amerlca offers such

great opportunitles for intelllgent
farmers as Virginia.- .Like the false

mirago of the deserRjthore have beer
thousands and thovnggids of misgulded
or nilslnformed t3£jj3hlan8 who have
sought wealth ancF^fortunc In the West
only to iind, when it wa» too late, thai
the samo cxpondlture of labor, the
same intclligence and the same self-
sacriflce would have produced fai
greater returns in any county. of Vir¬
ginla. We have no fuult to flnd wltl-
that restless splrlt whlch has been
drlvlng manklnd to make, new cxperl-
ments nnd seok new flelds for labors
but we do greatly deploro that igno-
rnnce whicli leads a Virginia farmer tc
sell his home or mortgage hls youth ln
a valn belief that greater opportunl-
tics await hlm elsewhere.
To all who belleve that the AVest is

a golden ccrtalnty we commond the
careful readlng of a communlcation
from Frank Brown. which ap¬
peared in The Times-Dispatch of
Thursday, the lSth. Mr. Brown gives
Information as ono who knows where-
of ho speaks. Sinco May, 1908. ho says
he has beep in New Tork, Phlladel-

I^lila, Baltlmore. Washington, Cincln-
nati, St. Louis, Denver, Salt Lake, Og-
dcn. Portland. Oregon, Sacramento,
San Francisco, Los Angeles, El Paso,
San Antonio, New Orleali;,, Tampa. Ip
Lhe course of theso extended peregrl-
natlons Mr. Brown saw much of the
land sharks and their ways. and hls
obser vation lias assured him that. many
peoplo stay ln the West solely be¬
cause they have not the railroad faro
to get Kast agaln. By West, Mr.
Brown means West from Denvor, and
that la the debatablo land lu which
unhuppy lmmlgrants havo fought a

desporate battle agalnst alternate
droughis and bllzzurda. The Eastern
peoplo, us Mr. Brown romarks, nre

caught 'Uy tho word "ranch," whlcl.
ihey think means u magnlncent do-
maln wlth countless lierds of horsei
and cattlo, great buihllngs und fabu-
lous wealth. As a matter of fact, sayi
Mr. Brown, dryly;

"1 took u buggy ut several places
drove out iimt mtkud wlth people. ulat
looked for tho big rmiches and house
nnd rit-h furiiici-j. 1 waa everywheii
mlserably dlsappolntad. I'U vonturo i>
:>uy that Oo per cent. of the fnrniori
ure 5u pet cent. poorer than virginh
farmer.. Thoy own froin two ta al
acres. and have a littlo shack. ftane
ls a Spiinl. h word meaning fnrm, In
cluding any and every klnd, reganl
Jcec of sUe. Vou would laufih. Th

great thlngs that nro ilniie oul West
oi, u bin .cnia me ttipstly dorip by land
eompanii ¦¦ W Nin Ihey cfth flnd n 111-
tli _tre(U clniii lt up, survey a
m.mi. .1 '..ii'. ii-iy the lntitl nhenp, dlg
tin ti r in:i. ¦¦>.-. dltcft, tlfMi wrlle inngn-
tine artlcle ittd nptee6 the newsi
Then come lhe mi'ekefs nnd buy at
from IH0O to $"'0'1 nn BCrB, nnd pny
water fenl of $10 n yenr per nrro

pnv at moeh n« yon can, nnil fo mtiell
n vear (Inatnlment >; then the rnllrond
-reta whnt tlmlr produce Is worth to
get lt to market,"
While thls Is going on In the Wc.t,

nnd whllo thousands who hnve been

caught ore trying to make buckle nnd

tongue meet. nnd wlth BUCM p.'tln nre

working nut their salvatlon, Vlrglnla
is enjoying a prosperity whlch would
Hood Amerlca .with pamphlets antl clr¬

cular.'. wero virginla. -west ot Denver
instead of east of tlio Alleghanles.

Slnce 1900, Vlrglnla'* corn crop lins

Increased from $16,800,000 to$30;000,000.
Vlrglnla'4 truck crop has Increased
from $5,000,000 to $12,R00,nnn. Tho
forest. products havo Increased from

$3,800,000 to $10,000,000. The llve stock,
which waa worth $42,000,000 ln 1900, ls
worth nearly double as much to-day.
Tho total output of mines and farms
ln Vlrglnla has Increased In tho last

elght yeara from $129,000,000 to $201,-
000,000. No wonder that farmers nre

prosperous; no wonder that farm lands
are lncreasing In value and country
banks ln deposits; no wonder the coun¬

tlea are levylng greater taxes for
schools and greater taxes for road.*.
The wealth upon whlch such undor-

takiugs aro necessarily based has been
created and dcvoloped right here In

Virginia, and so fnr only a bcglnnlng
has been made. In polnt of cllmate
and soil, proxlmity to markets, free¬

dom from droughta and bllzzards, earth-

quakes and cyclones, Vlrglnla enjoys
advantages whlch are surpassod by no

Stato ln the Unlon, and In the aggro-

gato not equaled by any.
Mr. Brown's obscrvations on the

West may not bo seen by every farm¬

er in the State, but the splrlt of bet¬
ter times, of larger outlook and moro

suecessful effort is in tha air, nnd
that splrlt the farmers have caught.
Despito Its progress in tho last elght
years, every lndlcatlon polnts to tho
fact that Virginla will ln agriculture
mako even greater progress tn the

next decade; and when once tho farm¬
ers havo begun to amass not only
wealth, but knowledgo of better meth¬
ods of agriculture, the value of farm

lands in rural Virginia wlll increaso
even more rapidly than the value of

farm output.
Vlrglnla is just at the beginning of

lier agrlcultural development.

Colonel Theodore Roosevelt has sold
liis horse Roswoll to Secretary Balling-
cr. lt should bo borno in mind that
this was not one of tlio horses that
Colonol Roosevelt liad on Congress.

According to reports, various cement
works are trylng to mergo themselves
littu a trust. We know a reason why

,.¦ ought to bo able to stlek to¬

gether, but not lor worlds would wo

::.. i.tliui lt.

President Taft "ventures to sug¬
gest" things to Congress! Well, aln't
he the mollycoddle!

Opinions vary so enormously that
we liave little doubt that some per¬
sons actually think well of tho Wash¬
ington weather.

We think our comrades ought to stop
knocking the new tariff blll. As long
aa they can import refined bauxito,
for only half a cent a pound, what
klck have they gut comlng?

"ln New York," declaros the Nor¬
folk Vlrginian-Pllot, "steallng is a fino
nrt" But would our friend conteml
that all New I'orkers have been to
art school?

-....¦-'

DEMOCRACY AXU I'UOTECTION.

Southern t ongressincn trged tp Stand
lo Thelr Guim lu Comlng Flgbt.

Thev aro all there. the tobaceo grow¬
ers the peanut planters, the lumbor
men, tli» ricc planters, the augar-canc
farmers and others who liave gone up
out of the South to Washington to

petltion for the retention or tho ln¬

crease <>f protectlve tarlff dutles upon
the commodities whlch they respec-
tively produce. ...

The 011c important group of Bouth¬
ern men who are sllent before the
committee are the consumers of iron,
of coal, of peanuts, of lumber, of rice
nnd of sugar, etc, etc. They are ton
to one ln numbers to all of tho others
in combinatlon; they constitute tho
mnjorltles east in all elections, and
they hnve everything to lose and noth¬
lng *o gain from tho stronger In-
Itrenchment of the Republican protec-
tivo tariff. The dnnger ls present that
tho voclferation of tho groups ->f
Southern men representlng Industrlea
imnortant in themselves, but doservlng
small conslderatlon ln relatton to nm

great body of Southern men and wo¬
men wll° must bo fed and e.lothod, wlll
drive or frlghten Oemocratlc Congross-
tnen from thelr flrst dutv to their con-

stltuonts iind convort them into aids
nnd abettora of that section of tho
Republican majority which would con-
tlnuo to esploit tho resources of tho
i-ouiitrv- chiofly for the further enrich-
lug ofthe liiillionaries of Pennsylvania
and a few other States.

As wo liave already remarked. wo

havo no quarrel wlth those South'-rn
men who demand that a uew protec¬
tlon law shall not bo framed for their
especial inipoverlshment; the Demo-
crata ln Congress should strive. to re¬
duce to a mlnlmum the discrimlnation
and unfalrness that a new law la sure
to ahow towarde tho South, but thero
ls n dispo-ition by tho Individual
groups of Southern men who enjoy
the leavlngs of protectlon largess to
tinpreas tlio country that they speak
for tlie whole South, and that tho
South lias beon converted to tho pro¬
tectlon theory.
Thls disposition should bo rebuked.

Unless tho Southern Democrats ln Con-
gre-sa shall atand to thelr guns ln splte
of tho clamor of some of thoir constit-
uents, tho Democratlc party in-» tho
South wlll break up In disorder long
before President Taft's benlgn South¬
ern nolley of coinmoii sense and con-
elliation shall serlously threaten to ef¬
fect that result..Charlostou News and
Courler.

OVTCOME OF COOPER TRIAL.

Xew Vork Edltor Thlnki. Human Life
In South Nol s. Oienn.

New York could not convlet Thaw or
ITalns, but Tonno"sep lins convicted
ColOnol Cooper nnd hls son Robln for
the murder of former Senator Carmack,
nnd tho jut-y Imposed tt sentence of
twenty yenra' Imprl'-onment,
Obvlously tho verdict of tho jury wns

a i.ipromise, in whlch full conslder¬
atlon wa.s iriven to tho heat and pas-
slon of a bltter polltlcal cnmpniKii in
dotermlnlng the degree o,f guiit, but
the outcome of'tho case la dlat.lnctlv
oredltable not onlv to TennosHee, but
to the entire South. The tlme has
i-omi' whon the North.and New York
in i.ii!ilriil.u---.'i-ould profltahly dovoto
U ii tlme tq deplorlng the cheapnes.
v-iih' whicli human life la in-ld ln
Southern States, und more tlme to pro>fciin«- the lives of itr. own citizens..
Xew Vork AVorUt,

Borrowed Jingles.
AT OUR BOARDINO ltOUBE.

I thlnlt 1 eould tttntid the ntoretl eggs and
rti.w bftcon,

Anrl 1 lvnuliln'l. object lo the soft powter
epoon.;

I could hop., though lhe platter so eeldom
haa atdaU on.

And I'd ev-ti be cli.erful ln splte of tho
prunna,

If the fellow who site at tho h red of our
table

And owim a low brow wltli a »ntitherly
slant

Did not think hlmself the most polpahty
able

And uavoly deleetahlo Jokor c-xlatit.

I think I could stand wlthout ever eom-
plulnlnc

Tho fraycil and aollad llnon, tho oracksd
platea nnd c-upa,

Tho mu.tacho the mnn next to mr. tiaes for
slralnlng

The tentnttvi) aonp he misplclously tttipit,
If tho brido and the groom could lio liravely

eotitentod
To "baby" ooch othor when tliey wero

alone|
lf they'd oeaaa to parform aa lf each woro

dementod,
Tho aeorn I cxhlblt should n.ver bo

shown.
I think I could stand tho det. stable rooklnar,
And^ r wouldn't obj.ot to tho ilunuol Who

Inga~.
In splto of her volco she 1» rather good

looking,
Whlch miikoa up for many rcgretlable

tlilnga.
I could worry along, I belleve, wllhout

earplng
lt tbc lautllady'd givo up her klttenlBh

waya
And ceaso now and then to como plaln-

tlvely harplng
On the fact that sho once hnd seen much

better daya.
.Chlcago Itoeord-Iterald.

JIEREXY JOKC.O.

Ai-niiiiitii- Xlocutlon.
Teacher of Blocutlon (exrlt.dlyl: "Too

flatl Too colorloaa! Ton can do better
than that, Try agnln. Now! open your
inouth ond throw yoursalf Into Iti".Boston
l'ranscrlpt.

ScrreB a Puniose.
"You don't make v«ry good tniislo with

that Instrument." sald the. Innocenl by-
itandor to tho man b.hlna tho baaa drum aa
the band ceaaed to play.
"No," mlinltuid the drum pounder, "but

l drown a heap of bad.".Chlcago Newa.

Merclful.
Tho Author: "Say, old man, yon know

my now play wlll bo prodiiced to-nlght, an.i
l want yoti\ to treat mo us Well as you
can." \
The Crltlc: V'Sur.l I won't prlnt a word

about lt.".Cloveland Leader.

Ihe Wliole Truth.
Mother: "There wero two apples ln the

cupboard, Tommy, and now there la only
on". How'b thai?"
Tommy (wlio sees no way of osclpe):

"Well, ma, lt wca eo dark In there l dldn't
aeo the othor.".Phlladolphla Inijtilr.r,
A Bad Record.
Joaklns: "Ills record la the worat ln

town."
llo.klns: "What Is hia business?"
Joskins: "Weather clerk.".Evening

Bulletln.

Hard to Oravince.
"You bankors havo lt easy. 1 wish I

were a bnnkcr lnstead ot a iartiier."
"Tui, tut, my frlrnl. A farmer lends

the only lndependcnt llfo."
"I dunno. I've seen lots ot abandoncd

farms, but 1'vo n«vcr .eii an abandoncd
bank.".Washington Horald.

i-HOTS FROM THE GAI.LEHV.

THIS so-ealled ctder tliat is belng sold
ln "dry" dlstrlcts is clanseioiifl In-
toxicant..Vlrglnla Oazotte. ls tlils to

bo Intfipteted as a. confcaslon?.Blackstone
Courler.

. . .

A hunter, now in Clncinnatl. down with
an Afrlcan fever. exudea ink. But what
ch-nce wlll there bo for an Afrlcan fever
whlch only exudea Ink whon tackled by a
hunter who hlmself geysets lnk?.Loulsville
Courler-Journal.

The drop ln the prlca ot steel does not
affect the graft markot tn Pennsylvania,
however..Columbus Press-Post.

Speaker Cannmi generally makos sure
he's wrong and then goes ahead..Charleston
News and Courler.

* * <

Judge Parker deapairs of the republi.. Ile
doesn't think that thls Congresa wlll cstab-
llsh free trade. He Is right In that reapect,
at least..Philadelphla Innulrer.

Tho caresra of Cortelyou and Loeb are
full of encouragement for Prlvata Secre-
tury Carpenter..Chlcago Trlbune.

FERSONAl AND GENERAL.

Ten yc-ars ago gas and petroleum, englnes
wero not uaod in Japan, but withln that
perlod they liave becomo ao popular that
they now represent nearly 15 per cent. of
tho total niolors adopted by manufacturers.

Congrussnlai- Tener, of Pennsylvania. la
taller than Congressman Sulloway, of New
Hampshtre, but not anything llko so mas¬
sive. Sulloway remulns tho Oollath of lhe
chamber, says iho Boston Advertlser'a Wash¬
ington corrcspondent.

Bllss Carman haa accepted an Invltation
from thn program commlttee of the Ver-
mont Lako Champlaln Tereontcnary Com-
mission to wrlto the memorial poem for
Iho publlc exercises for "Burllngton Day,"
ti, be held ou Thuraday, July S, at Burling-
ton.
An Austialian cattie king, Sldney Kld-

man, ls sald to own moro of tho British
empire than any other individual. Ho Is
tho proprletor of 43,219 square milea of land
und haa 100,000 cattlo und 10,000 horaea.
Ho is entlrely self-made. When fourteeu
yeara old ho was earning only S-.DO a week.
Magdeburg, Germany, has bought from

nn lnvontor a saiid-strewing wagon built
on tho llnea of a water wagon, to bo used
for Rtrowlng froxen streets with a coatlns
of sand. Tho Bchomo ls unusually effectlve
on asphalt stroots, ivhoro horses havo hnrd
time to malntaln a footlng iu cold weather.
When tho flrst pasaenger traln ln Eng-

Iniul took its trial spln along tho tracks
of tho Stoekton nnd Darlington Tlallway ln
18._, a l-orscman. bearlng a ved danger
flag, galloped along .tuat ahead ot tho en¬

gine to warn the crowds of epeclators and
to act as part of what was intonded aa a

railway pase ant.
A I/ondon gardetier named Wallace, who

wns out of work, whllo readlng a Bible
which he had bought ln a eecond-hand
store, came upon two £5 (525) notes and the
following lnnrrlption: "I gathored thia
wlth great dlfficulty, but, having no rela-
tlvo who ls ln absolute need, I make then,
whoever shall read thia Bible, to be my
hclr."

VIRGINIA ANB RAU-ROADS.

Corporallon Cocjmis.lon'a Action In-
Ulcatlve of Frlendly PoUcy.

Our cstoemod contemporary, The

Hlchmond Times-DlBpatch. in com-

montlng upon the -changed attitude of

the Corporation Commlssion of Vlr-

g-fiia. . . . wlsoly says:
"The signlficanco of thls statement

ls to bo found in tho admleslon that

the welfare df the country is ln a larga
measure built upon that of tho rail¬

roads, and that under the rates whlch
tho Corporatlon Commlssion enforced
two years ago tho prosperlty of tha
railroads and tho State have both been

"'fht-t6 tito commission should lncrease
tho passenger rato 25 por cent. aftcu
lt. chunged views had heen wrought s

not B-irprl.Hlng, but Is intonsoly M
fylng; nnd, as our contemporary poliu*
out. Indloates that the constltuted au¬
thorities of Virginia Intend to "Uiii^.,
(foster and nroteot capital, ospeclaliy
that eugag.nl ln railroad enternrlses.
Wo ooiicur enllroly wlth thls Intwpje-
tatlon. and trust that ottier BjmJMin
Statea whlch cxpurimentedalmliai ly
wlth railroads and corporations K|.n-
i.rniiy, wlll take a \edt out. pf Vlrglnla. *

new imnk ou tho relatlons which shOUld
exlst hewoon ii Stato nnd corpomt on

thereln on{?aged,.\Vfll) btroet &unv
.niary.

The Courts
of Europe

By La Marquise de Fontcnoy.
An Appeal for Ancient Prayer,

01-' nii tho oxtraordlnary .lppnsln
tuldressod to tho Uriiinb eanlhet
in rtii'iinnii-itt, iiiiont the nn
romnikiiblo in one whlch lins

jnut boort put forward by Slr John
Bonn, the mombor for Dovohport, ask-
Ing that to tho llturgy of tho mato
Church of Bligland slioi-lfl bo rostontd
the pniyer orlglnnlly lik-ludoil t.horeln,
antl whlch has lo such an extent fnllen
Into dlsuso that f<;w of lhe present
genoratton nro awnro tlmt lt ever ox-

I isttnl. Tt Is a. prayer that denls moro
pnrllcularly wllh tho relatlou of land-
lord ntul tenniu and suppllcatos tho
Altnlgljty to riiinliid land-owh&ra that
thoy «ro, after all, "nn'tely Hls ten¬
ants, und should, therefore, refniln
froitl riicklng nnd' i-treti.-hlng oul tho
rents of thelr ItOUsea nmi lands, nor

lyet tako unreaaonnblo iities and in-
comes, n f ter tho manner of covetous
worldllngH, but SO let them out to
Ottherq tliat tlie luliabttanls tlmroof
may both bo ablo to pay tno rents and
&l*0 honp-itly to llve, to nourlsli thelr
j'-iiiillif.-. antl to rollevo the poor."
Tho Crcator ls further Intreatod to
"givo graco to land-ownors, so lo con¬
slder that they nro but strnngers uml
pllgrlms tn thls world, having liero uo
dwalllng-plaoo, but seeklng one to
come, that they, retnemberlhg tlio short
contlnimnco of thelr life, may bo coit-
tent wlth thnt whlch ls stifllclont, nnd
not joln house to house nor couple
land to land, to tlie Inipovcrlshment
of others, but so behavo themsclvos
ln lettlng out thelr tencinoiits. lands
and pnstures that after thls Ufe thoy
mny bc received into cvcrlasting dwell-
lng-place."
lnasmunh n. the llturgy of the

Protestant Kplscop.il Church of lhe
Unlted States Is aimost idetitlcal wlth
thut of the Church of England, one

may ask why thls partlcuiar prayer
should have been eliminated. It ls an

lnrtuiry that would not bo wlthout
some bearlng upon tho publlc discus¬
sion now ln progress as to tho attitude
of tho clergv and vestry of Old Trinlty
Church, in New York, concerning tho
admlnlstratlon of its Iramoriso proper¬
ty, much of whlch conslsts of hlgh-
prlccd Insanltary tenemonts ln tho
slums of tho Emplro Clty. x

lt Is easy to understmid Whv thfi
prayer should have fallen Into dlsuso
in England, tor ln tho seventeenth, nnd
ospcclallv ln the elghteenth century,
tl.., parlsh clergv wero wholly domi-
initctl by the great noblo. nnd terrl-
torlaj magnates owning tho advowson.,
and, mor-ovi.r, wero rccrulted from
men of an Inferlor class, and of ie?a
educatlon and Independenco of charac¬
ter thun is tho cuko to-day. They con-
.-Idored it. therefore. polltlo to desl.t
when Informed by thoir patror.s thut
tho latter'objectcd to bo prayed at as
rack-renters, not only on every Bun¬
day, but on weekdays, at matins and
\ e_pers.

So much has been prlnted In tho
cable dispatches conccrning tho Sack-
villo-West eauso celebre. whlch has
lately been engaglng the tribunals at
.Madrid, and I havo so frcqucntly dis¬
cussed the case in these letters, that
I wlll meroly coutent myself by draw-
ing attentlon to one polnt, of whlch
elght seems to havo been entlrely lost.
No matter whether tt ho ultimately
deoided by the Spanlsh courts that the
diinseuso Pepltn was still married or
i*ot to tho mulo professional dancer
Ollva at the tlme when sho wa* living
Wltli the.late Lord Sackvllle, tho fact
remalns that no trace can bc found of
uiy marriage ever having tak«-n place
between herself and Lord Kackville.
Kuropo has been searched Irom ono
mi tu the other for tho purposo of

dl_coveririg evldence that some such
ceremony occurred. Parlsh registcrs
end muntcipiil recorde by the thousand
have been examined. and large re-
wardt oiTercd fot proof* of, or even
clues to, the exlstence of the latter.
But it has all been wlthout avatl. It
seems perfectly cloar that Lord Sack¬
vllle. though he llved wlth Peplta as
hls wife, and even legally recognlzed
hlmself in France as the father of somo
o£ the younger children whlch she boro
to hlm, never went through any cere¬
mony of marriage with lier, elther civil
or ecclesiastical.

This rendors Henry Sacl.vllle-West,
the ctalmant, illegitlmato in the eyes
of the Engllsh law, and ar. such barreil
from any right to hls father's peer-
nge, and to tlio entailed property, which
iurludes Knole Park. In Kent. Hls
father durln- hi3 lifctlmo repeatedly
declared him. publlcly and privately, to
be hls lllegltltnato son; and. this helnR
thp caso, tho hurden of proof of the
authonticitv of liis pretensions rests
upon Henry Sackville-Wost. who must
produce evldence of hls father*-. mar-
rlage to Feplta berore ho can riope to
establlsh his claims to hls father's
honors and estates.
Thls fact has not beon mentinned

at all during the nroceed'ngs at Madrid.
Tho question beforo the court there
wns as to whether the record." of tho
marriage of Feplta and of Oliva ln
the parish roglsters of the Church of
San Mlllan were nuthentlc or forged.
lt was admltted tliat Oliva had sur¬
vlved Pepita by somo sixteen years,
and that no record oxisted of thelr
having been dlvorced. Tlio marriago
register of thn Church of San Mlllnp
Showed lndlcallons of having been
tampered wlth, for thero was a rather
conrsc ernsuro wlth a knife, and tho
names of Oliva and of Poplta were then
wrltten over the erasure. The clalm-
nnt has always contended that thls
was a forgery, and that hls mother
was never married to Oliva. But tlie
present Lord Sackvllle, llke his unclo
antl pretlecessor, and also the Spanlsh
authorities, liave inslsted that tho
erasure was merely made wlth the
object of castlng doubt upon the au-
thentlclty of tho record; nnd tlils vlew
has beon conllrmed by tho discovery
through rnlcroscoplc examination that
the names erasad were those of Oliva
nnd Pepita. Moreover, the man who is
known to havo perpetrated tho erasure,
and now a fugitive of justlce, was for¬
merly assoclated wlth Henry Sackvllle.
West in tho latter's ondeavors to estub-
llsli hls legltlmncy. The two men, who
havo .luat been on trial, wore charged
with being accompliccs; but, whllo no
doubt remalns as to the guilt of tho
fugltlve.namoly, Manuol Anton.tho
evldence agalnst the othors haa not
beon suRlcieiit lo convlct them,
The most extraordinary feature, ot

course, about the entire affair is that
the present Lord Sackville, nephew of
the late pei.r, ls married to tho claim-
ant's sister, and that Lady Sackvllle
is assoclated wlth her husband in do-
foncllng the latter's rlghts against hor
brother. By seeklng, wlth her hus¬
band, to conflrm tho undoubtedly true
story of her mother's marriage in early
gtrlhood to Oliva. sho ls strivlng to
.stabllsh her own lllogltlmaoy. Both
¦iho and Henry were born in tho south
of France, anil legally recognlzed thero
by the lato Lord Sackvllle as hls off-
tprlng, although ho had rofralned from
reeogniztng their elder brother and sis¬
ters, the latter of whom Hved with
thelr father at Washington. Now this
logal recognltion lins tho effect of en-
dowing them with legitimaoy In
France, though not in England. But it
only renders tltem logltlmate ln France
ln the evont of thelr mother having
boen a freo woman at the time of their
blrth, for the French law expressly
doclares that recogrnltion by a man
of children borne to hlm by the wife
of another ls Invalld, and oven pun-
lshable. ¦-.~

Emperor William ls not going to tho
Medtterranoah thls spring, desplte nll
reports whlch havo beon prlntod to
tho contrary, and I am thus able to
conflrm the announeement whloh I
mado ln theso lettors shortly after
ChrlBtliias. ln addition to tho reasons
whlch ftt that tlmo welghed wlth the
KtilMM' ln detorntliiing to make no stav
at hls placo on tlm Island of Corfu thls
spring, others of un lntlnltoly moro
Imporativo character have arisen to
contlrm hlm ln hla intentlons, for hls
presonce, even under tncognlto con-
dltlons ln Adrlatlc waters, and withln
slght. of Albanltt. is altogether nti-
doslrable al tha preeent tlme. when the
whole of Sout.heiiHtern Europe ls lu a

feriiinul. whon Montenegro a.id Sorvla
ure on tbe biink nf war wlth Austria,
jiud Albanio, bs well ac other Europeai.

prnvlnern of Turkoy, nro in a stato of
i|iins|-robellloti agaln. t tho Ktiblltne
1'ortoi

lf tho Knlsor were nt Corfu, hn
would be exposerl to unwelnomo nnd
tinoiiriouneed vlaltatlons hy the rulor
of Mnntonegrn and by hls sons, by Ser¬
vian onilssnrlea nnd by Albuniun leiul-
ors, whleh would plaoo hlm in a mont
ciiilinrrnsHltig posltion wltli rogarrf to
hls nllles at Vlonnn nnd good frlonds
at Constantlnople. Bnaldna thls, thero
nre alteratlons ln progrosa at Achll-
lolon, wlilch wlll not bo completed
untll Inter ln the year, snd, lf nll goes
woll, Ethnoror nnd I.mpresH wlll mnke
n long sojotirii tlroro wlth thelr younger
children cnrly next. spring en route tu
.lerusitletn, whero thwyproposo to spend
I_ast<r. nnd fo prnsldo nt tho denlcn-
tlon of tho new German hostel erected
bv the Kalserln on lund presented to
hei' for tho purposo by thn Sultan.

(Copyrlght, 1 909, by tho Brcntwood
Company,)

Wllh tlurlgr Blien. in Itole Case.
As lt now stnnds, tho railroads aro prr-

tnlltrd to chargo moro for travel, and Hi"
publlc ia nol protectcd agalnst thelr Inr.on-
.enlmit nnd unjuat conditions and limlta¬
tlons ln the enjnymont of mlleage books.

lt la unfortunato that .fudgo Pliea found
hlmaelf ln a mlnorlty, but iievarthok-ss wo

congratulalo JuJge fthoa..Winchester
Evening Ktar.

Truat I-Ustlnff.
The now tarlff blll strlkea a tclllng blow

at the tugar trust. Tho duty ta rciluc.d
the cnormous amount of flve one-htindrc<!ths
of a cent por pound.tho twentlet h part of
a cont, or 1 cent on twenty pounds. Thls
I. truat "buatlng" wlth a vengeance.".
Newport News Dally Prcaa.

l'rederlcknlinrg and the Ward Law.
Tho doel.lon wlll undoubtedly meet wlth

lhe approval of a considerable majority of
the iti/.n. of Frederlcksburg an_ ot a
majority of the qualitled votcra of the lown.
Wc hopo aud belleve that those who aro

dlsappointed In tho outconle of tho contest
whloh has been waged crter thia matter, wlth
more or lesa lntensity nt times, wlll chcrr-
fullv acqulesce In tho result and wlll lend
their beat cltorta to the on.orcement of the
peoplc's wlll.

lt la well that tho questlon of prohlbitlon
should bo glven » falr trial In any commti-
nlty. and If lt doea not prove beneflclal thero
ia n remedy in anot_er electlon In the pre-
acrlbcd tlme..Frederlcksbura; Free Lance.

Ward Law Declslon'* Effect.
The roftsoring of tho court ln rcachlns

tho deelalon Is certalnly sound. The legls¬
latlve depanin.nt of govemment la com¬
petent to name a special electorate for spe¬
cial olectlons. ln votlng a bond Isiruo, only
those who are oxenors of real property can

particlpate, and it Is emlnently proper thnt
the Stato .-.glslatura ahould dealgnato thoae
who ahould particlpate In special elections,
and It Is In koeplng wllh the tltnesa of
thlnga that they should be dlfferent from
those who vote ln rogular elcctlons.
Upon the whole. the deelalon la better (or

the antl-prohlblttonlsta, for the Antl-faloon
l.i-.ig'i* had threatoned a movement for
State-wlde prohlbitlon In the event of an

ndverao declslon by the court..Roanoko
Tlmea.

Voice of the People
li .Sclenee at War Witb ItellglonJ

Edltor of The Tlmes-Dlspatch:
^ir..Please allow mc space ln whlch

to mako a few romarka about Dr. XV.
11. Taylor's recent luoture as publlslivtl
lu your ls3Uo uf March 3.
In tho llrst place, 1 am incllned to

the opiqion that your paper made a

mlstakefln publishlng lt. lt could do
no good, but rather a great deal ol
harin, and. besldes, It was offenslve
to tho moat sacred bellef cherished by
t'S per cent. of your readers. _at
In the next place, I do not belleve

that a locturo of that character should
be dc-llvered to the students of th_
Medlcal College of Vlrglnla. The Mcd.
Ical College ls to teach the sclenee ol
medlclne. and it ls not contemplated
that cx-parte deliveranceB on questions
involving metaphyslcs. philoeophy an

theology should bo thrust upon thr
students to lead them Into doubt an.
to upset cherished beliefs. Especlallj
ls thls true when tho lecture abounds
not in proofs and arguments. but rathci
ln the oplnlons of one man, wlth abus
of churches, women and creeds. It I;
not of great moment to any ono but
Dr. Taylor what he bclleves; hc hns a

perfect right to hls oplnlons; but it
ls of great concern to the whole State
for the State contrlbutcs to the support
of the Medical College of Vlrglnla, that
Dr. Taylor should use his poslt(6n ol
proressor ln a medlcal collego to ex-
ploit hls own peeuliar views on ques¬
tions not connected wlth his work ot
professor. and to volce his own preiu
dlces and dtsllkes regardle..u of the
»tf-»!-¦-» c-lven.
, Peoplo who havo sons to send to a
medlcal collego wlll not seek one
whose professor end.avors to turn tha
students to niaterlallsm, the phlloso-
phv of inud. Nor wlll the represen¬
tatlves ot the people foel justliled ln
votlng an approprlatlon to a school
whose otllcer feels called upon lo lnsult
the doctrtnes ot !>8 per cent. of the peo¬
ple who pay the taxea thus approprl-
ated.
Now a few words as to L>r. Taylor's

sncers at churches, women and tha
creeds of Chrlstondom.
My own church Is not ono whlcll de-

nies to tlie body of a suicldo olther
a funeral from the church or a restlng-
placo ln consecrated ground. But
somu other churches do, and they havo
thelr reasons. It ls puerlle to talk of
a church's trylng to "wreak its pas-
slons and prejudlces on so lnsensltlve
an object as a corpse." Why should a
church havo "passlons and prejudices"
against a corpse? It Is wlth rcBpcct
to the living that the church actK, and
theso rules concernlns. suiclde are to
teach the people to abhor self-dcstruc-
tion, and thus, to some extent, prevent
suiclde.

If Dr. Taylor's idea should prcvail,
nnd woman were to conflne all her
efforts to the narcftw precincts of her
home, tho world would bo pooror in her
patrlotlsm, destituttkof much mercy to
suffering dumb brutes nnd agoni.Itig
humanlty, and many a noble reform
for the uplitt of mankind would be
shorn of its power. If jvomen can
leave home to entertain listening thou¬
sands, they can show mercy to dumb
anlmals. If they can rule natlons, they
can givo thelr heart and hand to tho
betterment of life, both ln man\and
bruto. r
Dr. Taylor's materialistic plnlosophy

as his personal bellef wo are not erlli-
cizlng, for ho may bo In tho condition
of that emlnent scientlst, Mr. Darwln.
who sald; "I dare say I should flnd my
soul too dried up to appreciate as in
old days, ard then I should foel very
flat. for it is a horrld bore to feel, as
I constantly do. that I am a wlthered
leaf for every subjoct except sclenee.
* * » It may be trul" sald that I am
llke a man who has become color bllnd,
and the unlversal bellef by men of
the exlstence of redness makes my
present loss of pereeptlon ot not the
least value as ovldence." It ls Dr.
Tay%or as professor before the young
men of the modical college and as he
appears ln the publlc prlnt tnat calls
forth these remarks.

Evolution, wlilch seems to have
taken such grip upon Dr- Taylor, ls
not euoh a fearful thlng after all. It
Is a sclentlflc theory, which may be
greatly changed aa sclenee advances,
and tho graveyard of soientlflo theories
ls full to overflowlng. In evolution
you only remove tlie power further
back to the flrst creatlve act, and must
apknowledgo the Guldlng t-lanfl through
the aucoosslve stages. "The blrths of
both the speoles and the individual are
eciually parts of that grand soquenco
of events whlch our minds refuso to
acoept as the reault of bllnd chance."
says Darwln. Or as Mr. Spencer re-
mti.rks: "Wo cannot think at all about
tha ImpreBsions whlch the external
world produces on us wlthout thlnlclng
of thom as caused. and wo cannot carry
out au inqulry concernlng thelr causa-
tlon wlthout inevltably committlng
oui'Belves to the hypothusls of a First
Cause." So ono can bellove In evo¬
lution and yet bellove in dod and
Christ. Rays Mr. Darwln: "Ttboi thoory
of evolution is nulto compatlblb with
the bellef In a Ood. . '.. ...8e.oijoe.htia
no moro to do wlth thjai«m tltap tlm
book of Euclld has.'.' Qc agals, to
quote Spenoer: "Tho a'theistic thearv
l_ not only absolutely unthlnkablo.'but,
even lt were tl.lnkal.le, would not bo

ii solttUon." Then, havins tho beller ln
Ood, wo havo niiotigh; for glve me <lod
ln my etiuatloii, atid thn unknown jc
ln ociunt to the posalblllty of nll thlngs.
II, theruforo, It be elonrly shown Ihut
Ood haa worked up to man from lowor
orgatilsnui, though "thn m_u brenk ln
tho orgiihlc chain betweon mnn frlHi
iiin nsa.es t alllds, whloh caiitmt i,-.
brltlgCt. ovor by uny OXtlnct or living
sp.elcs" f Darwln), Btlll extsts, lt proveH
nothlng ooneernlng tho dlvlne purpose
ln mnn, Thoro may bo othor stage.. ln
thls evolutionary process, and deuth it-
«olf may bo ono whereby man Is 11ft* ,1
to a higher sphore.a splrltunl. Thero
Is a wldo cliftsni between hlm ntul tl
htgltoHt iiiilmnl. "Thero enn bi
doubt that tho dirrcnmrr between tl
mind of thu IOWOSl iiiiui nnd tlmt fittho hlghest ritiltnal I.i Immoni""."--DiT
wln. Atid for mo. I hnd rather olfttltt
klnshlp wlth tlm lowest man, wlth nll
tho pos. Ibllitle of a mnn. Ihnn wltli
thr- hlghest boast, wlth all hls b.u.tly
poKslhllltlos.

It ls rn.ii to IiiT.lt the potentlallt y
of Ood, lt Is foollsh to put llmltl ti,
that Of niiin. A hundred years iign, ti»
have spoken of sentlin" wireless moi
k.-_;o. '.,'inii mlles WOUld hnve been
tHougttt nbsurd. nmi WOUld havo nul>-
lected the author to ivrsooution for
i\ Iti hcrnfl. To-d-t- lt ls losll.oil. Whnt
Cap Ood dO Wlth thi." liotlli'H of our.-.,
tlioiigli? |(i> bliiudered ln the maOhanl-
cni formatlon <>r them, according '¦.

somo who know botter, Who wlll put
tho limit to lll.-i powerv
"Thou wllt not leave us In the ilu.t;

Thou madost mnn, ha knows not
why;

lio thlnks hc wns not made to dle,
Antl Thou hast made 1 ini. Tliou art

Just."
If man's bellef In Immortality is "th"

product of hia vanlty," then nl! thought
in valn and nll knnwlod'-o is vnlri. tor
at the foundation of it mi la hla o* ,-t
selNCOnfClousneSs. The great phlloro-
phnrs of the world, from I'lnto ai
Arlstotlc t'» thoso of to-duy, almost
without exceptlon, hnve belleved and
taught man's Immortality. A shnple
negation from a materlalIstlc mind
should havo no niorc welsrht than tlio
uii-'upportcd oplnlon of any other In¬
dividual.

Then, to carry out Hi.*4 purpu.o ee,M»
cc-rnlng this- "indest.UCtlble and ulti-
niately Incomprclienslblc miitler," I!
jean do works unthought r,f and Incotl-
coivable by mnn. The great Powr r
that from an acorn products an onk;

'tlmt froin protoplasm hrlng.s forth that
tnarvel of all thlngs, mnn, enn, from
the elements of the human body, brlng
forth new conditions for higher exlst¬
ence. And Ile wlll, for "these bodlra
shall be changed; thls COrruptlble

irnust put on lncorruptlon. nnd thls mor-
tai must put on immortality: tht" shall
ln- brouglit to pass the aaying thai la
wrltten. Death la swallowed up In

"We are not such clods aa to wish
ourielves all clay." but rather fee] lha
full force of tho worda:
"Conslder man as an Immortal belng,
Intelllglble all, nnd all is gtost;
A cryBtalllne trnn.«purt;ncy prevails.

I And strlke-s full lustre through t. e
human spttero.j Conslder man as mortnl, all is d.rl-.

And wretched; Reason weep. al tha
ead survey."

That there are profound mysteriea
surrOunillng these thing.s shoiild In
nowlao -tartlc us: tlie mysterlex lnv o
are no greater than those whlch sur-
tound tlie common but inncrutuble tact
of life.

Theae comments are made wlth r.o

feeling of re*cntmcnt toward Ih T.

j lor nor effort to suppress hls individual
[bellef, but at leaat to say a word fi r
the otlicr .ide.

\V. ASBt;RV CIIIM-.TI.-N.
Hlchmond, March IS.

A Tarlff Ileferm PropnunutU.
Edltor of The Tlmes-Dlspatch:

Slr..After an interval of twciva
v.-ai-H a se.ssibn of Congress has met
to revlse the tarlff. Thia rato occ.i

lOI :;..!:. th« opportunity for
most effectlve work of a decade by

Thia rovia'oii is fore.d upon
Ileader. in Congress and tha adn
tratioti by tn- prtssure ot publlc
lon. To the stron? and wide--,:
popular sentiir.-r.'. ln favor o* a pea
reductior. of dutlea the work Cf tr. *

commlttee .lias contHbuted ir. no sn.a.i
measure.

Tlie easentlal situatlon aurrounoing
the present revl.ion Is nov.:. I' i*
flrst tlmo we havo a vigorous '.ly.l
reductlon movement orlginated ty R*-
publieaiiH and manufacturers. rl

spreadlng in the party of "protectlon-
Thls movernc-nt, qulte. naturally, Il t

ln accordance with our vlews m lro-<
portant particulars, and is appar>n.-
ly not vet strong eiioujcli to .onrd
tbe revision; but lt makes a air.'

division among tho protectlonl. ta. Tha
feeling between the standpatu-r. tuul
tho reductionists ls bltter and becom-
ing more so. InNhis cla.-li a great deal
of damaglng truth about "protectiou*
can be brought out und used to widi->
tne orcacn.

Thia situatlon permits of forctng tho
discussion of the wholo tarlff qtieslion
in Congrc.'H aud before the peopl-'.
practlcallv freo from constderatlons i->f
party. Thls, ln ltself, is a long .*!<*!>
toward tho just settlcment of iho

question.
Morcover. tho imperativo need of a.

great and prompt inoreaae in tho reva-
nue now cotnpels the patty of '*protec-
tlon" to recognl_o the int>uff|rleu.-v
of any tarlff they enn fruine, and I .»

compel serlous con-ld<-rattoii o( vari-
ous plans for more direct taxatlon, is

well as for lncreasing revenue by, r«-
I ductlon ln certain rntes of duty. TnlS
makes lhe opportunity to show, ln t.'on-
gress nnd out, and Ukewlse without
partisanshlp. the advantage- pl roore
direct taxatlon over tarlff taxatlon.
Under theso exoeptional clrcum-

stances this committee can accompUan.
by renson of its experience nnd con-

nectlons, and at comparatlvcly aniaj.i
expense, a great deal toward the flnil
breaking down of tho protectivo sys¬
tem, by tipjilying the most effectll "

facts, figures, arguments and sjugges-
tlons to members of Congress, no.v.--

papers aml certaln special factors
grcnt Influence which oan be stlrred
into actlvity by well directed efforts.
Perslsterit und Intelllgenl work on mr
part now can aqoompllsh in a few
months results" thal ortlinurlly wouli
bc tho work of years.
We need at once several thoUsP'nJ

dollars for carrying on tlio work whlch
has beon already begtm. Many con-

[ clusive facts aro available now, hut
cannot he procurod nnd used wlthout
suffieient. funds. Wc can suppli" iX

largo number of country newspapera
-With uonvlnoihg Information in Ui* ln>
terest of the consuiner. in platcs whi-'i
they are ready and willing to use. lf
we can meet the necessary expenao, and
we ought to carry on this servic-a
laretely just now.

This is undoubtedly our beat oppor-
tunlty ln years for effecUvo eervleu.
We ask nll Interosled. therefore. <o
send us ns liberal a oontrlbutlon .'»

thev can to tho 'uml of tho tariff ri-
form committee. Checks should li">
made payable to tlio order of Loul*
Wlndmuller, treasurer Reform ChVb.
4 2 Broadway. Now York. We trust
that prompt attentlon will be glven
to thls matter, for there should bo
no cessatlon or dalav In our actlvity,

l BYRON W. HOLT.
Chairman, Tariff Reform Commlttee.
New York, March IS.

Legul Bnteherlng of RAhlns,
Edltor of The Tlmos-Dlspatch:

Sir,.In your recont admlrablo edT-
torlal under the captlon, "Savo the
Hoblns," you givo tlio lmpresslon thut
the slaughtor of roblns ls agalnst tlie
law, whlch is soinewhat in error, Seo
sioctloii .O70a, as rovised by-Acts 1U0S,
page 255, whercln roblns aro classed
among the gamo blrd. and proteeted
from Aprll 1 to February 15, but dur-
ing tho open season, i. o.. from li'cbru-
tivy 15 to Aprll 1, when they haVo Just
nrrlvod from the South in great nutn-1
bors, tliey are shot wlth impunlty. .

Thn law would seem to have boeii
framod to givo roblns us lltllo nroteGS.'
tlon as posslblo. "LIOX."
Howardsvllh., Ya., March 17.


